SOURCES OF POETIC INSPIRATION AND VISION1

"Thou who hast come to this transient and
unhappy world, love and worship Me."

There is a second level on which the poetry draws
into itself a fuller language of intuitive inspiration,
illumination or the higher thinking and feeling, A
very rich or great poetry may then emerge and many
of the most powerful passages in Shakespeare3 Virgil
or Lncreiius or the Mahabharata and Raniayana,
not to speak of the Gita, the Upanishads or the Rig
Veda have this inspiration. It is a poetry "thick
inlaid with patines of bright gold35 or welling up
in a stream of passion, beauty and force. But some-
times there comes down a supreme voice, the over-
mind voice and the overmind music and it is to be
observed that the lines and passages where that
happens rank among the greatest and most admired
in all poetic literature. It would be therefore too
much to say that the overhead inspiration cannot
bring in a greatness into poetry which could surpass
the other levels of inspiration, greater even from the
purely aesthetic point of view and certainly greater
in the power of its substance.

A conscious attempt to write overhead poetry
with a mind aware of the planes from which this
inspiration comes and seeking always to ascend to
those levels or bring down something from them.
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